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BUILDING
COMMUNITY



O U R  M I S S I O N 

Building Community is the community-engagement initiative 
of City Center Investment Corporation and its employees and 
principals. The initiative aims to revitalize Downtown Allentown 
and its surrounding neighborhoods into a sustainable vibrant 
urban community. City Center and its affiliates believe we can 
make the greatest impact by concentrating our support – financial, 
in-kind donations and volunteer service – in Downtown Allentown. 
Beginning in 2019, our philanthropy will focus on three key results-
oriented areas: the arts, education and community development.

W O R K I N G  T O G E T H E R  T O 
B U I L D  C O M M U N I T I E S

“As a committed partner in strengthening the Greater Lehigh Valley, 
City Center’s leadership and vision expedites positive change. We 
have witnessed the stunning revitalization of downtown Allentown 
spurred by their development, but what happens behind the scenes 
reveals the true depth of City Center’s dedication. The overwhelming 
generosity of the City Center Next Century Challenge, their support 
of United Way Community Schools and The Learning Hub are crucial 
building blocks for a more vibrant tomorrow.”

David S. Lewis, President
United Way of the Greater Lehigh Valley

“Thanks to the support of City Center and our other generous donors, 
we are able to provide our most vulnerable neighbors with safe, long-
term housing, often for the first time in their lives. This program is 
transformative. It’s about home, community, stability and belonging 
— the basic building blocks of a good life.” 

Sherri Binder, Executive Director 
Ripple Community

MORE THAN
$4.3 MILLION TOTAL

GIVEN TO

123 ORGANIZATIONS 
IN 2018

VOLUNTEER AT APPROXIMATELY

45 ORGANIZATIONS
DONATING MORE THAN 

25 CITY CENTER 
EMPLOYEES

2,000TOTAL 
HOURS 



A R T S
City Center is committed to 
connecting our downtown 
neighbors with Allentown’s 
great art institutions. A rich arts 
environment helps ensure a high 
quality of life for all and provides 
educational opportunities for our 
community members.

2018 KEY PARTNERS & PROGRAMS:

• Allentown Art Museum 
• Allentown Symphony Association
• The Baum School of Art
• Civic Theatre of Allentown 

E D U C AT I O N
City Center is dedicated to enhancing 
educational opportunities for the 
residents of Downtown Allentown.  
We know that revitalizing our 
neighborhoods starts with education.

2018 KEY PARTNERS & PROGRAMS:

• Allentown School District Foundation
• Central Elementary School
• Community Services for Children 
• Communities in Schools of the  

Lehigh Valley 

“What is so amazing is City Center’s creative vision for our city is not exclusively 
focused on the building of physical spaces. Through their support, institutions 
like The Baum School of Art and our free arts-education programming are 
building the creative capacity of Allentown, particularly for our city’s kids, which 
will have an exponential impact on our community for generations to come.”

Shannon Fugate, Executive Director
The Baum School of Art 

“We couldn’t have asked for a more perfect fit as our community partner. 
Both Central Elementary and City Center are immersed in work towards a full 
revitalization in Allentown. We greatly appreciate all the support for our students 
and families: in-kind goods, countless volunteer hours, student incentives, uniform 
items and so much more. The sky is the limit with City Center in our corner!” 

Rebecca Bodnar, Principal
Central Elementary School

CENTRAL ELEMENTARY GETS NEW CORPORATE PARTNER 

In 2018, City Center became the corporate partner of its neighborhood school, Central 
Elementary, a United Way Community School. City Center provides support to Central’s 
students and families in collaboration with Allentown School District, United Way of the 
Greater Lehigh Valley, Communities in Schools of the Lehigh Valley and Women United. 
Specifically, City Center made a three-year commitment to support the school with 
approximately 400 employee-volunteer hours annually and a $50,000-a-year grant. In 
addition, through its community partnerships, City Center provides in-kind donations 
valued at thousands of dollars to benefit Central’s students, families and teachers and 
coordinates several enrichment programs to benefit students each year.

NEW MURAL BRIGHTENS HAMILTON STREET

Last fall, City Center commissioned a seven-story mural inside a 
glass-enclosed stairwell in 520 Lofts, its new residential building 
at 520 Hamilton Street in Allentown. Community members from 
Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT Community Center, Central Elementary 
School and The Baum School of Art and residents of 520 Lofts 
joined muralist Matt Halm in painting the piece, which is visible 
to the public from Hamilton Street. The 19-by-89-foot mural is 
in the style of a graphic poster or art collage with themes that 
include Allentown’s history and relevant artful symbolism. 



In September 2018, City Center and 
Community Services for Children (CSC) 
launched the Learning Hub at City Center 
Allentown in The Morning Call building at 
Sixth and Linden streets. Learning Hub 
provides school-day, after-school and 
summer programing for local children and 
parents in need, creating a vibrant learning 
community with strong family engagement 
in children’s education. A primary goal of 

C O M M U N I T Y  D E V E L O P M E N T
City Center is dedicated to strengthening our 
neighborhoods by partnering in comprehensive 
strategies that create a strong economic base 
downtown and enable businesses to come here, 
start here and flourish here. We also support 
community partners focused on housing 
rehabilitation to empower downtown’s residents 
and enhance their quality of life.

2018 KEY PARTNERS & PROGRAMS:

• Allentown Public Library 
• Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT Community Center 
• Community Action Development Corporation  

of Allentown, including Upside Allentown 
• Downtown Allentown Business Alliance 

H E A LT H
City Center is committed to improving 
health care for the residents of Downtown 
Allentown by partnering on collective 
impact strategies that focus on prevention 
and intervention services.

2018 KEY PARTNERS & PROGRAMS:

• Community Action Committee of the  
Lehigh Valley, including Sharon’s Pantry

• Lehigh Valley Health Network 
• United Way of the Greater Lehigh Valley 

Learning Hub is to ensure school readiness 
and success for disadvantaged children by 
leveraging the resources of Head Start and 
other partners. In October at Learning Hub, 
Head Start began providing new learning 
opportunities for 110 preschool children from 
the surrounding neighborhood who are living 
in poverty. Going forward, CSC will coordinate 
services with partners at Learning Hub for 
GED and adult literacy classes, home buyers’ 

seminars, tax preparation, computer learning, 
nutrition programming and more. City Center 
provided leadership and nearly $1.3 million 
in design and construction costs for the 
renovation of the 14,916-square-foot space 
and, along with CSC, convened partners for 
the initiative.

LEARNING HUB AT CITY CENTER ALLENTOWN LAUNCHES

CITY CENTER NEXT CENTURY CHALLENGE DOUBLES IMPACT

Through the City Center Next Century Challenge, City Center pledged 
$1 million to match new and increased gifts to United Way of the 
Greater Lehigh Valley’s 2018 campaign, giving donors the opportunity 
to double their impact. United Way’s program investments impact the 
lives of 60,000 people each year and create opportunities to improve 
the health, education and safety of everyone in the Greater Lehigh 
Valley. City Center and United Way share a dedication to building a 
brighter future for everyone in our community.

HOTEL FURNISHINGS BENEFIT HOMELESS YOUTH 

Last year, City Center donated the contents of the hotel it owns at 
Ninth and Hamilton streets in Allentown to Valley Youth House to 
benefit homeless youth and families in the community. More than 
2,000 items, including dressers, tables, lamps, chairs, nightstands, 
mini-refrigerators, and household supplies, were removed from the 
nine-story building over three days. The donations were valued at 
more than $100,000 and helped furnish hundreds of apartments for 
youth and families in need.



City Center Investment Corp 
645 W. Hamilton Street, Suite 600 
Allentown, PA 18101 
citycenterallentown.com

communityaffairs@citycenterallentown.com

Each year, City Center Investment Corporation and its affiliates invite nonprofits 
to submit donation requests for consideration by November 1. Priority is given 
to programs designed to revitalize Downtown Allentown and its surrounding 
neighborhoods into a sustainable vibrant urban community. City Center does 
not generally provide support for organizations outside of Downtown Allentown, 
individuals, athletic organizations, advertising in programs, endowment funds or 
undefined operational support. 

For complete instructions on how to request financial or in-kind support, please 
visit: www.citycenterallentown.com/building-community
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