Pennsylvania’s Public
Cyber Charter Schools

MYTHS
- versus FACTS.

Pennsylvania’s 15 Public Cyber Charter Schools are the Choice for well informed parents throughout the Commonwealth.
During the 2017-2018 School Year, more than 37,000 students attended a public cyber charter school to help achieve their
academic goals.1
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Public school money is being poured into Public Cyber Charter Schools
 School Districts (SDs) determine how much it costs to educate regular and special education students within their
respective region.
 On average, School Districts reimburse cyber charter schools just 75% of what the SD has determined it costs to
educate a child. SDs keep the remaining 25% within their brick and mortar buildings. The School District of
Philadelphia is reimbursing charter schools on average 41% less per public school student.2
 School Districts are also placing funds in special accounts to avoid reimbursements to public school students who
attend charter schools.3
 “Rising costs” are a direct result of parents choosing cyber charter schools over the traditional school district options
to help meet their student’s educational needs.
Public Cyber Charter Schools lack oversight
 The Pennsylvania Department of Education has direct oversight of all 15 public cyber charter schools.
 All 15 public cyber charter schools are required to submit more reports than traditional public schools. These reports
go to the PA Department of Education (PDE), the Federal Department of Education, the PA Health Department and
other agencies; over 300 annually!
 Certified Independent Public Accounting Firms review and report on all cyber charter school financial information
annually. Each school's budgets are reported on the PDE website.
 Cyber charter schools host public board of trustee meetings and publish both the agendas and minutes online.
 Cyber charter schools must submit annual charter reports demonstrating results consistent with their operating
charters.
 Cyber charter schools are required to renew their operating charters every 3-5 years. Their operating charters can be
revoked by the Pennsylvania Department of Education.
 Cyber charter schools are ultimately accountable to the parents and students who continue to choose the cyber
model of education to help their students achieve their goals.
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Public Cyber Charter Schools have questionable academic performance
 Cyber charter school students are required to take the same state mandated tests as all public school students.
 Many of Pennsylvania’s public school students enroll in cyber charter schools with academic deficits; often 2 or more
years behind their classmates.
 Many public school students enroll in cyber charter schools after the school year has begun and after their
individual needs were not met in their former schools.
 Pennsylvania’s School Performance Profile (SPP) data is based on a student’s performance on a single, end of year
test resulting in low scores for students who are already academically behind.
 Pennsylvania’s new Future Ready Index takes into account a student’s previous academic performance and
includes a student’s year over year growth, an indication of a student’s success within a particular school.
 Students who remain in a cyber charter school for 3 or more years show consistent academic growth that
surpasses that of the traditional brick and mortar school district.
Public Cyber Charter Schools “over identify” special education students
 Public Cyber Charter Schools are required to comply with the Federal Individuals with Disabilities Education Act
(IDEA). The "Child Find" portion of IDEA identifies Special Education Students is specific and required by all schools.
 Child Find requires all public, cyber charter schools to locate, identify, evaluate, and support any student who may
need special education supports to meet their individual academic goals.
 Cyber charter schools are required to ensure that all students identified as needing special education services are
provided with a Free and Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) which supports their individual needs and ensures
they are able to meet their individual goals.
School Districts increase property taxes to offset the high cost of Public Cyber Charter Schools
 School Districts are able to increase property taxes based on their approved annual budgets. Cyber Charter Schools
have no taxing authority.
 In the 2017-18 school year, Pennsylvania's 500 school districts grew their reserve fund balances by $64 million to a
total of $4.6 billion.1
 During the 2017-2018 school year, tuition reimbursements to cyber charter schools was less than $520 million.2
 On average, during the 2017-2018 school year, School Districts spent less than 2% of their annual budget on tuition
reimbursements to cyber charter schools for educating public school students compared to over 6.5% SDs spent on
debt.3
 During the 2017-2018 school year, 221 of Pennsylvania’s 500 School Districts had General Fund Balances exceeding
20% of Total Spending.4
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